Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

the country's foremost steel men, as negotia-
tions were under way at that time looking to
his going to Youngstown as a partner in a steel
plant being organized there.

Captain Jones was not only an able practi-
cal steel man, but he was also a gallant soldier,
having served with distinction in the Civil War,
from which he emerged as captain.

DEVELOPMENT  OF   STEEL

Naturally, the rapid development of the iron
industry was closely followed by an equally
impressive growth in the production of steel,
and this was characterized by the same aston-
ishing increase in the efficiency of machinery and
methods for fabricating the product into the
countless forms in which it is marketed today.

It is uncertain when the first "blister" steel
was made in America, but we know that up to
1831 the annual output had been less than 2,000
tons, and that little crucible steel had been made
here* In 1860 we were still dependent: on Europe
for practically all of our steel requirements. The
Bessemer process was then known, but as a dis-
pute had arisen over its invention and an "in-
terference" with the Bessemer patents had been
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